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SEI's New President Reintroduces Single Crystal Magnesium Fluoride

LONG BEACH, Calif. -- Superior Evaporants Inc., Running Springs, Calif., is reintroducing its widely acclaimed single crystal magnesium fluoride optical coating material, company President Chris Toth said today. Toth made the announcement at the opening of the industry's CLEO/QELS 2002 conference being held here May 19-24 (Exhibit dates May 21-23). The combined conference hosts attendees to both the 2002 Conference on Lasers and Electro-Optics as well as the Quantum Electronics and Laser Science Conference.

"Our new magnesium fluoride single-crystal coating material really stands head and shoulders above anything we have offered in this category during the last few years," said Toth, who recently returned to his former position of President and Chief Executive Officer of the firm he founded more than 10 years ago. "This product is far more pure than our mainstay polycrystalline magnesium fluoride we have offered for years," Toth said. "This new product is grown from a single crystal boule and has far better ultraviolet performance and is less apt to spatter when hit by an electron beam or during resistive evaporation than the polycrystalline product."

Toth said the company would be making presentations on the benefits of the single crystal magnesium fluoride product initially to high-end optical manufacturers because they are the ones most likely to benefit from the chemical's extraordinary optical and process-tolerant qualities. "If you have optics worth tens of thousands of dollars in a single batch and all are ruined by a spatter from one errant coating, then you soon come to appreciate the value of this extraordinarily pure product," Toth said. 

-more-

Toth recently returned to the company replacing former SEI President Patrick Wang, who left to pursue other interests. Wang headed the firm for more than six years beginning in 1995 after Toth left to join MP3.com. SEI offered a single-crystal magnesium fluoride product in the early nineties, Toth said, but once the source dried up, no replacement was ever found - until recently.

"We have scoured the globe looking for a high-grade single-crystal magnesium fluoride that would match the quality of our former product," said Toth. "Ironically, we have found one that is even better than what we carried originally." Samples of the new product are available to prospective customers upon request by completing the standard electronic request-for-information process at the show.

Toth said reintroduction of the single-crystal magnesium fluoride material is one of several steps he and the company's Board of Directors are taking to make SEI increasingly competitive in an effort to garner a larger share of the optical coatings market. Other efforts include expanded marketing and advertising in 2002, introduction of yet additional new materials, and taking steps toward becoming ISO 9000:2001 certified by year-end.

"We are extremely careful about our quality and the processes we use to achieve and maintain our standards," Toth said. "We want to be known for that attention to quality and detail, and becoming ISO certified is a way toward recognition for that achievement."

He said the company also has moved its headquarters from San Jose to Running Springs, Calif., in San Bernardino County to take advantage of the areas expanding distribution network. The company's sales manager, Michael Welch, continues to operate from the firm's San Francisco office.

Toth said that one of his goals this year is to increase the company's ability to provide technical consulting at no cost to customers. The company's trademark has always been its technical know-how, based in large part on Toth's background as an owner of an optical coating company. Toth started Rainbow Optical Coating, Inc., in 1985 and ran it for six years before founding SEI in 1991. A former protégé of industry pioneer Vern Costech when both men worked at Design Optics in Sunnyvale, Toth has an intimate understanding of the optical coating business, a fact that has often benefited SEI customers faced with new technical or operational challenges.
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